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FINDING THE RIGHT BOOKS
AND SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS FOR ESP COURSE

The article is about finding the right coursebook and supplementary
materials for teaching English for specific purposes. It classifies both the
requirements to meet in ESP course and the course design requirements to meet
in a good textbook or any other teaching aid. Further attention is paid to the
core dilemmas of the time, money and limited schooling facilities.

Keywords: English for specific purposes, course design, absolute and
variable characteristics, nativistic and national distinctions, linguistically
advanced students.

How to find a good coursebook for teaching English for specific purposes
has been so far a live issue.
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English for specific purposes (ESP) according to Wikipedia is a sphere of
teaching English language including Business English, Technical English,
Scientific English, English for tourism, etc. It is sometimes referred to as a
functional English.

ESP has some absolute and variable characteristics to be considered in its
course design. One of those absolute characteristics is that ESP makes use of
underlying methodology and activities of the discipline it serves. That requires
a great interdisciplinary concern. Technically there are at least five
professionals required for writing a good ESP coursebook:

— ateacher;

— acourse designer and materials provider;

— acollaborator;

— aresearcher;

— anevaluator.

But many functional English coursebooks are written by teachers of
general English under cosmetic expert supervision and with a fraction of their
collaboration thus falling short of up-to-date nomenclature and functional
discourse.

Another requirement to meet is ESP centered on the language appropriate
to professional activities in terms of grammar, lexis, register, study skills and
genre. Coursebooks written by non-natives lack authenticity and register while
those written by native speakers never consider nativistic (mental, linguistic)
and national (communicative, cultural) distinctions of foreign students.
Technically the latter almost never include translation and back-translation
exercises vital in teaching accurate language production.

Dudley — Evans and St John (1998) say ESP is generally designed for
intermediate or advanced students, but it can be used with beginners (pp. 4-5).
And here educators are facing two problems. One is a small number of
linguistically (in terms of the English language) and thus cognitively advanced
students in certain countries due to insufficient schooling in those countries.
The other is limited teaching hours to fill in the language gaps. Those two
problems engender another one. That is to find a coursebook to satisfy all those
wants and meet the curriculum requirements.

So, do ESP textbooks really exist? This is central question Johns (1990)
addresses. One of the core dilemmas he presents is that «kESP teachers find
themselves in a situation where they are expected to produce a course that
exactly matches the needs of a group of learners, but are expected to do so with
no, or very limited, preparation time» (Johns, 1990, p. 91).
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Tadynmuk O. B.
JKutoMupchkuii HAIIOHATLHUH arpoeKOJOTIYHIA YHIBEPCUTET
Mixn6ip mianpy4YHUKIB i CyNnpoBOIKYBAJIBLHOTO MaTepiany IJisi BUKJIaAaHHS
aHrJiiicbkoi MoBH 3a mpodeciiiHUM CIPSIMYBaHHAM

Y crarti migiiMaEeThCs TUTAHHSA NONIYKY HAaBYAIBHOI JiTepaTypH Ta
JIOJIATKOBUX MaTepialiB NpU BUKIAJAaHHI TNpeaMeTa «AHTTIHChbKa MOBa 3a
npodecifHnM CrpsMyBaHHAM». Bu3HaueHO 3araibHi BUMOTH, IO MAalOTh OyTH
BpaxoBaHi IiJ{ Yac BUKJIAJaHHS KypCy, Ta BUMOTH J0 HABYAIBHOI JITEpaTypH i
CYNMpPOBOJKYBalIbHUX MatepianiB. OcoOiuBa yBara NPHUAUISETHCS MHTAHHIM
HecTaul yacy, KOIITIB 1 MOXKJIMBOCTEH y MiI00pi JIiTepaTypH.

Knrouosi cnosa: awneniticeka mosa 3a npo@ecitiHum CNpIMYSaHHSIM,
MemoouuHe 3a6e3nedenHs Kypcy, 20N06HI ma OpyeopsioHi nompedu i eumoet,
MEeHMANbHI Ma HAYIOHAbHI IOMIHHOCTI, 30I0HI 00 HABYAHHA CHYOeHMU.

Ta0ynmuk A. B.

JKutomMupckuil HAMOHAJIBHBIN arpO’KOJIOTHYECKUH YHUBEPCUTET

O10op y4eOHMKOB M CONPOBOAMTEJBHOI0 MaTepuaja Ajds 00y4yeHUs
AHIJIMIICKOrO sI3bIKa ¢ NPOodecCHOHANBbHOI HANIPABJIEHHOCTHIO

B cratbe momHMMaeTcs BONPOC IIOMCKAa Y4eOHOW JIUTEpaTypbl u
JIOTIONTHUTENbHBIX MaTepualioB Ui TpenojaBaHUs npeaMmera «AHIIIHHCKUIA
S36IK ¢ MpO(eCCHOHATBHOW HalpaBlIeHHOCTBIO». OmnpexaeneHsl  o0mme
TpeOOBaHMS, KOTOpBIE CIEAyeT y4ecTb NpHU pa3paboTke METOAMYECKOro
obecrieueHusi npenMmera, M TpeOoBaHUs K yueOHOW JuTeparype U
COIPOBOAUTENBHBIM MaTepuanaM Kypca. Oco0oe BHUMaHHME yJIENIseTcs
BONPOCaM HEJOCTaTKa BPEMEHH, CPEACTB M BO3MOXKHOCTEH NpH moxdope
JIUTEPATYPHI.

Knroueevie  cnoea:  awenutickuil ALK ¢ NPOGECCUOHATbHOU
HAnpagneHHOCmblo, Memoouyeckoe obecneuenue npeomema, 2iasHble U
8MopocmeneHuvle NOompeOHocmu 1 mpebo8aHus, OMAUYUL 60 632740aX U
VKAAOE HCU3HU, CHOCOOHDbLE CIYOeHMbl.
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