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The paper presents results of the research about nowadays trends and forecasts in the USA natural stone market.
After analyzing recent reports, articles and statistics in the natural stone and design industries, it was possible for me to
find some essential drifts in the US'’s, as one of the biggest importers, demand.

The most significant one is the change of the number one market material from granite to quartz. Moreover, it is
possible to use engineered quartz to replicate many other natural stone patterns, which leads to the greater request for
quarts all over the world. Other reason of involving quartz more into the industry is the ability of using new textured
surfaces like matte, honed, leathered, and cement-like and others — quartz fabricators are now providing a unique style
of their products beside the traditional polished finish.

As for color palette, homeowners prefer natural and realistic looks of the neutral colors often with a twist:
sprawling thin white and light grey veins. Which is an inverse to the bold, dark veins, which are present in many of the
quartz patterns, which flooded the market in past years. Stone integrated sinks are also a new fashion in countertops
market.

Popular in recent years subway tile backsplash kitchen is still in favor, though with a few added points such as
multi-colored tiles or bigger size subway tiles. Although the countertop and the backsplash are quite different in styles,
they are complementing each other surprisingly well in the newer designs. The key point is to put the countertop tones

down to highlight the backsplash.

Landscaping products market demand did not get many changes in styles. However, the request for the last year
trend products keeps rising and is not expected to fall these years.
Keywords: natural stone, countertops, tiles, trends, quartz, market, demand, surface, USA.

Problem statement

Humanity has used natural stone as the main
building and memorial material for thousands of
years. Monuments built of it more than 4,000 years
ago are still standing today, which is a testament to
natural stone's persisting beauty and strength.

Natural stone does not lose its importance and
value these years too. Moreover, the worldwide
demand for stone continues to rise, so does the
competition between its exporters.

According to the U.S. Geological Survey [1],
the United States is one of the world’s leading
markets for dimension stone.  Thus, it is crucial to
understand USA natural stone industry’s features,
trends and forecasts.

Review of recent researches and publications

Materials and reports of the National Kitchen &
Bath Association, The Kitchen & Bath Industry
Shows and Universal Granite and Marble review of
the new trends in the natural stone market in the
USA gives the preliminary information for the
study. As well as other online magazines and
periodicals related to the natural stone and design
industries.
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Research results

According to the researched materials, one of
the greatest changes in the industry is the increasing
demand for quartz. The National Kitchen & Bath
Association (NKBA) reports that while granite is
less desirable these days, the use of quartz is on the
rise. [2]

Quartz is introduced as a high-end alternative to
granite. In 2018, Quartz manufacturers will continue
to impress customers with  manufacturing
improvements to keep this countertops option king.
Not just for this year, but for quite some time to
come. Furthermore, the engineered quartz can now
replicate many natural stone patterns, including
Italian marble, with extreme accuracy; the benefit is
that these duplications have the durability of
engineered quartz, which allows using the material
in applications where marble might not be
appropriate. The low maintenance required with
quartz provides a perfect solution for homeowners
who are seeking that marble-look for their kitchen
surfaces [3].

There is also a new trend for a natural and
fresher look for the house designs, which brings
honed and leather surfaces to the market. Which
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becomes another reason for using quartz instead of
other natural stones. When materials like quartz are
designed to resemble slabs of natural stone, such as
marble or granite, it involves creating veins in
complex patterns swirled into the countertop slabs.
If the owner wants something more realistic then
there is no need for a polished piece — honed and
leathered finishes have the durability needed for the
kitchen but have a drastically different look in the
space.

Even though polished is still the most popular
one, there are advantages to the two others
mentioned above.

Honed finish is a matte finish with little to no
shine. Honed finishes work well with marble, since
its lack of shine conceals any flaws or scratch marks
more readily.

Leathered finish is a newer style of treatment
that has become more popular in recent years.

As advances in the art of manufacturing quartz
continues to evolve, exciting new textured surfaces
have begun to hit the market. With many new colors
becoming available in finishes like matte, honed,
leathered, and others- quartz manufacturers are now
providing a unique touch to their product outside of
the traditional polished finish. Cement-like and
industrial colors are growing in popularity as honed
and matte finishes add an interesting element to this
design [3].

Beside the drift in the most popular material,
there are new tendencies in the color palette. Straight
lines, light, dark, or a combination of the colors will
be in favor.

Instead of a bright blue or jet-black countertop,
you are more likely to find soft grey, white and
beige tones in kitchens in 2018. There is more focus
on highlighting captivating individual components
using neutral backgrounds. So you might find a
beige (or the new greige — grey + beige) countertop,
with a ceiling-high mosaic pattern backsplash
standing out against it.

However, some sources are standing on the
point, navy and blue the biggest trend in kitchen and
bath right now, and that it is an apparent trend in
everything from cabinets to appliances [4].

Some of these slightly different quartz colors
include dull browns and light blues (almost gray).
Other than that, more and more homeowners are
opting to stick to off-whites, ashy grays, and neutral
beige.

Quiartz surfaces with light veins are also getting
more popular. Although neutral colors are still

looking to be dominant in 2018, there might be an
added twist: sprawling thin white and light grey
veins. This delicate quality is an inverse to the bold,
dark veins, which are present in many of the quartz
patterns, which flooded the market in past years [3].

Chrome and satin still reign supreme if you
want to keep it classic however, shiny brass is back
in a big way. Yet another trend is rose gold.

There is also another related to the countertops
trend. While traditional porcelain will always be a
classic, a stone sink is a new design hit. The favorite
look for homeowners is a sleek continuous style
from the countertop and down into the sink. The
integrated sink with countertop has become another
trend in kitchen countertops for 2018.

Another point that should draw exporters’
attention in the upcoming years is backsplash tiles.
In 2018, stone industry experts expect backsplash
tiles to remain the most popular choice as
homeowners seek a backsplash style that stands out
more. They are seeing the disappearance of that
4"piece to make way for decorative tiles only. It
seems to be the go-to style in recent years.

The traditional subway tile backsplash kitchen
is still popular though with a few twists such as
multi-colored tiles or larger size subway tiles. Tiles
with exotic finishes resembling wood, marble, brick
or natural stone have also gotten popular as
homeowners look for something different from the
ordinary.

The difference in style between the countertop
and the backsplash has a surprisingly harmonious
result. The countertop tones down to highlight the
backsplash, with both complementing each other
perfectly [5].

Landscaping tendencies do not have as many
changes comparing to the past few years.
Nevertheless, the demand for the last years’ trends is
continuing to grow. Flagging, natural stone steps,
walls, and wall caps. There is also more request for
stone to be used as landscaping products, functional
and decorative, than ever before.

Conclusions and prospects of further research

The most significant shifts in the USA demand
for natural stone is a switch from granite to quartz as
a number one product in the market. Honed and
leathered surfaces are stepping into the game and
will if not replace the polished surfaces then at least
be as popular as the latter. Exporters should look
into the neutral colors this year. Soft grey, white and
beige tones, dull browns and light blues (almost
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gray) are looking to be dominant in 2018 — 2019.
Stone sinks are getting more and more common in
the new home-designs, as well as multi-colored tiles
or larger size subway tiles.

Trends in landscaping do not seem to be
changing much, but the requests for the landscaping
products are rising.

As a biggest importer, US often dictates the
fashion. Which makes other countries adjust to
changes slower. Thus, the trends described in this
article will stay actual for at least couple of years.

However, tendencies in natural stone industries
change almost every year, so further research is
always crucial to be made.

References

1. U.S. Geological Survey (2016). Mineral
Commodity Summaries.

2. The Most Popular Kitchen Countertop Is No
Longer Granite by Dabney Frake. Retrieved from
https://www.apartmenttherapy.com/quartz-vs-
granite-countertops-which-is-more-popular-242008

3. Quartz Trends for 2018 by Jagmohan
Jagmohan. Retrieved from
http://www.universalgranite.com/blog/quartztrends/

4. Biggest Kitchen and Bath Trends For 2018
(Gates in the interior design). Retrieved from
https://gatesinteriordesign.com/biggest-kitchen-bath-
trends-for-2018/

5. 7 Creative Subway Tile Backsplash Ideas for
Your Kitchen by Bryan Sebring. Retrieved from
https://sebringdesignbuild.com/creative-subway-tile-
backsplash-ideas-kitchen/

6. Popular Quartz Countertops Pose a Risk to
Workers by By Barry Meier (The New York Times)

7. Kitchen Trends for 2018 By Prestige Marble
and Granite. Retrieved from
https://prestigemg.wordpress.com/2017/12/06/kitche
n-trends-for-2018/

8. Hottest New Kitchen and Bath Trends For
2019 Amanda Gates. Retrieved from
https://gatesinteriordesign.com/hottest-new-kitchen-
and-bath-trends-for-2019/

9. Vogue. Retrieved
https://www.vogue.com/article/interior-design-
trends-according-to-expert-designers-decorators

from

10. Country  Living. Retrieved from
http://www.countryliving.com/home-
design/decorating-ideas/g3988/kitchen-trends

11. Elle Decor. Retrieved from

http://www.elledecor.com/design-
decorate/trends/g14486069/kitchen-trends-2018/

34

12. Gates Interior Design. Retrieved from
https://gatesinteriordesign.com/hottest-interior-
design-trends-for-
2018/https://gatesinteriordesign.com/biggest-
kitchen-bath-trends-for-2018/

13. 17 Top Kitchen Design Trends by Karin
Beuerlein and H. Camille Smith. Retrieved from
http://www.hgtv.com/design/rooms/kitchens/17-top-
kitchen-design-trends-pictures

14. House Beautiful. Retrieved from
http://www.housebeautiful.com/room-
decorating/kitchens/g2664/kitchen-
trends/http://www.housebeautiful.com/ design-

inspiration/g13938283/2018-decor-
trends/http://www.housebeautiful.com/design-
inspiration/g13820501/best-and-worst-decor-trends-
from-2017/

15. Houzz. Retrieved from
https://www.houzz.com/ideabooks/93399913/list/int
erior-design-trends-expected-to-take-hold-in-2018

16. Huffington Post. Retrieved from
http://www.huffingtonpost.com.au/2017/09/25/the-
kitchen-and-dining-trends-to-look-out-for-in-
2018_a_23222693/

17. Kitchen and Bath Design News. Retrieved
from
http://www.kitchenbathdesign.com/123995/year-
end-look-and-new-trends-for-2018/

18. Realty  Times. Retrieved  from
http://realtytimes.com/advicefromagents/item/10079
93-kitchen-design-trends-in-
2018?rtmpage=MattLawler

19. Sebring Design Build. Retrieved from
https://sebringdesignbuild.com/top-trends-in-
bathroom-design/

20. The Flooring Girl. Retrieved from
http://theflooringgirl.com/hardwood-
flooring/hardwood-flooring-trends-2018/

TEHAEHIIII TA ITIPOrTHO3 PUHKY
HATYPAJIBHOI'O KAMEHIO B CIIA

I. Hukurtiok, FO. Hukurtok
e-mail: Iraniks19@gmai.com,
andreyniks2@gmail.com
JKutoMupCchKui HalliOHATBHHAN
arpoeKoJIOTYHUHI YHIBEPCUTET,
oyneBap Crapuii, 7, Kuromup, 10008, Ykpaina

Hana  cmammsa  npezenmye  pe3ynvmamu
00Cai0IHCEHD menepiuHix meHOeHyil ma
NepCneKmue  po36UMKYy — PUHKY — HAMYPATbHO2O

xamento 6 CILIA. 3aedsxu awmanizy ocmauix
oonogioen, cmamell ma CMAMUCIMUYHUX OAHUX 6


https://www.apartmenttherapy.com/authors/dabney
https://www.apartmenttherapy.com/quartz-vs-granite-countertops-which-is-more-popular-242008
https://www.apartmenttherapy.com/quartz-vs-granite-countertops-which-is-more-popular-242008
http://www.universalgranite.com/blog/quartztrends/
https://gatesinteriordesign.com/biggest-kitchen-bath-trends-for-2018/
https://gatesinteriordesign.com/biggest-kitchen-bath-trends-for-2018/
https://sebringdesignbuild.com/creative-subway-tile-backsplash-ideas-kitchen/
https://sebringdesignbuild.com/creative-subway-tile-backsplash-ideas-kitchen/
http://www.nytimes.com/by/barry-meier
https://prestigemg.wordpress.com/2017/12/06/kitchen-trends-for-2018/
https://prestigemg.wordpress.com/2017/12/06/kitchen-trends-for-2018/
https://gatesinteriordesign.com/hottest-new-kitchen-and-bath-trends-for-2019/
https://gatesinteriordesign.com/hottest-new-kitchen-and-bath-trends-for-2019/
http://www.countryliving.com/home-design/decorating-ideas/g3988/kitchen-trends/
http://www.countryliving.com/home-design/decorating-ideas/g3988/kitchen-trends/
http://www.elledecor.com/design-decorate/trends/g14486069/kitchen-trends-2018/
http://www.elledecor.com/design-decorate/trends/g14486069/kitchen-trends-2018/
https://gatesinteriordesign.com/hottest-interior-design-trends-for-2018/
https://gatesinteriordesign.com/hottest-interior-design-trends-for-2018/
https://gatesinteriordesign.com/hottest-interior-design-trends-for-2018/
https://gatesinteriordesign.com/hottest-interior-design-trends-for-2018/
https://gatesinteriordesign.com/biggest-kitchen-bath-trends-for-2018/
https://people.hgtv.com/editorial/h-camille-smith
http://www.hgtv.com/design/rooms/kitchens/17-top-kitchen-design-trends-pictures
http://www.hgtv.com/design/rooms/kitchens/17-top-kitchen-design-trends-pictures
http://www.housebeautiful.com/room-decorating/kitchens/g2664/kitchen-trends/
http://www.housebeautiful.com/room-decorating/kitchens/g2664/kitchen-trends/
http://www.housebeautiful.com/room-decorating/kitchens/g2664/kitchen-trends/
https://www.houzz.com/ideabooks/93399913/list/interior-design-trends-expected-to-take-hold-in-2018
https://www.houzz.com/ideabooks/93399913/list/interior-design-trends-expected-to-take-hold-in-2018
http://www.huffingtonpost.com.au/2017/09/25/the-kitchen-and-dining-trends-to-look-out-for-in-2018_a_23222693/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com.au/2017/09/25/the-kitchen-and-dining-trends-to-look-out-for-in-2018_a_23222693/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com.au/2017/09/25/the-kitchen-and-dining-trends-to-look-out-for-in-2018_a_23222693/
http://www.kitchenbathdesign.com/123995/year-end-look-and-new-trends-for-2018/
http://www.kitchenbathdesign.com/123995/year-end-look-and-new-trends-for-2018/
http://realtytimes.com/advicefromagents/item/1007993-kitchen-design-trends-in-2018?rtmpage=MattLawler
http://realtytimes.com/advicefromagents/item/1007993-kitchen-design-trends-in-2018?rtmpage=MattLawler
http://realtytimes.com/advicefromagents/item/1007993-kitchen-design-trends-in-2018?rtmpage=MattLawler
https://sebringdesignbuild.com/top-trends-in-bathroom-design/
https://sebringdesignbuild.com/top-trends-in-bathroom-design/
http://theflooringgirl.com/hardwood-flooring/hardwood-flooring-trends-2018/
http://theflooringgirl.com/hardwood-flooring/hardwood-flooring-trends-2018/

«HAYKOBI I'OPU30HTH», «SCIENTIFIC HORIZONS» Ne 5 (68), 2018 p.

iHOyCcmpii HAMYpPAIbHO20 KAMEHIO ma OU3atity,
CMAn0 MOJICIUBUM BUSHAYUIU KITbKA  BANCTUBUX
smin nonumy 6 CIIA sx 00Ho20 3 HaAUOLILUIUX
imnopmepis.  Haiicymmegiuioo cmana nepemina
mamepiany Ne 1 na punky 3 epanimy Ha Keapy.
binvwe mozo, cmano moducaueo suxopucmosysamu
iHJICeHepHUll Keapy 01 penaikayii 6a2amvox iHuux
HaAMypanoHUX  KAMEHi8, W0  Hpu3eooums 00
OinbUW020 3anumy Ha Keapy no 6cbomy ceimy. lue
O00HOI0 NPUYUHOIO OJis MACUMAOHIUO20 3aTY4YeHHs
Keapyy 00 iHOycmpii € MOICUBICID
3acmocogyeamu HOGi MEeKCMYpPOBaHi NOGEPXHI, MAKI
AK Mamoea, 2opHa, WKIpAHA, YeMeHmHa ma iHui —
BUPOOHUKY K8ApYY menep Haoarms YHIKAIbHUU
cmuib CcBoill NPOOYKYIi Y NOPIGHAHHI 3i 36UUALIHOI0
NoIPOBAH0I0 NPOOYKYIETO.

Bionocno konvoposoi ecamu, OdomosnacHuxu
Hadawome nepesazy NpUpoOOHIM mMa peanicmudHuUM
8UTIA0AM HEUMPanbHUX Koavopie. Yacmo 3 negnorw
POOZUHKOH. MOHKUMU NPOO082Y8amumu OLiumu ma
ceimno-cipumu scunkamu. Lo € xommpacmom 0o
MOBCMUX, MEMHUX JHCUT Y KBAPYOBUX MOOETAMU, K]
nepenosHiosany puHoK OcmanHim uacom. Kam’awui
iHmMe2po6amni  paKOBUHU MAKONC CMAIU  HOBOIO
MOO00I0 ceped CminbHUlb.

Tonynapui ocmanuiv 4acom Yacmunu KyXOHHUX
CMIH i3 NIUMKOIO «Ni0 Ye2ryy He 8mpadaromy ce0ix
nozuyiii, ma 3 oexintbkoma nonpagkamu. Hanpuxnao,
PI3HOKONbOPOBI  NAUmMKU ma  Oitbluli  po3mip
KYXOHHUX naumox-yeenun. Hezgasxcaiouu na me, wjo
cmuiti NOOIOHUX CMIHHUX 6CMABOK MA CMITbHUYb
documbs pizHi, 60HU HA OUBO B0ALO OONOGHIOMb
00He 00H020 Y HOBUX JusaiiHepchkux ioesx. Cexpem
— y 3ameMHeHHI CMIiIbHUYb HA KilbKA MOHIE 0/
NiOKpeCcienHs Ye2nsaHOl CIIHU 3 NIUMKU.

Honum na punxy aanowagpmuoi npoodykyii

Matidice He 3a3HA6 3min y cmunsax. OOHaK, 3anum Ha
NORYAAPHI 8 OCMAHHI POKU NPOOYKMU NPOO0BAHCYE
3pocmamu, i, 8I0N0BIOHO NPOSHO3AM, He 30UpacmbCs
cnaoamu.

Knrouosi  cnoea:  namypanvuuii  KamiHo,
CMITbHUYL, NAUMKA, MPEHOU, K8apy, PUHOK, NONUM,
noegepxus, CILIIA
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Jlannas cmamvs  npezenmyem  pe3yibmamol
uccnedo8anull HblHeWHUXMEHOeHYUI U NePCReKmuUg
pazeumusi pulnka Hamyparbhoeo kamus ¢ CIIA.
brazodaps ananuzy nocieonux 0oknaoos, cmamet u
CMAMUCIuUYeckux  OAHHbIX 68  UHOYCIPUSX
HAMYpPANbHO20 KAMHSL U OU3AUHA, CINATIO 803MOICHO
onpeoenunsb HEeCKOIbKO BANCHBIX USMEHEHUI CRPOCa
6 CLIIA kax 00HO20 U3 KpYNHEUWUX UMNOPMEPOE.

Haubonee cywecmeennou cmana nepemena
mamepuana Ne | ua pwinke u3z epanuma 8 Keapy.
bonee moco, cmano 603MONCHO UCHOABL30BAMND
UHIICEHEPHDIU K8apY O/ PEnUKayult MHO2UX Opyaux
HaAMYpanbHbIX KAMHell, Ymo Hpusooum K euje
bonvbuLeMy Y8enusenuIo 3anpoco8 Ha Keapy no 6cemy
Mupy.

Ewe oonou npuuunou ons 6onree macuumadnozo
NpUGieYeHUss Keapya 6 UHOYCMPUIo  SGJISAemcsl
603MOJICHOCTIb npUMeHeHUs. HOBbIX
MEKCMYPUPOBAHHBIX NOBEPXHOCTEU, MAKUX KAK
MAmoeas, 20pHasi, KONCAHASL, YEeMEeHmMHAs U npoyue
—  npouzeooumenu Keapya menepb  nNpuoaiom
VHUKATbHBII CMUTL C80ell NPOOYKYUU NO CPABHEHUIO
¢ 00BIYHOU NOTUPOBAHHOU NPOOYKYUEIL.

Ymo kacaemcs y6emogou  NAIumpul, mo
00MOBNIA0eNbYbl  NPEONOYUMAIOM  NPUPOOHble U
peanucmuyeckue  GuUObl  HEUMPAIbHLIX — YBEMO8.
Yawe ¢ onpeoeieHHOU UIOMUHKOU: MOHKUMU
npoooneogamuiMu  OenbIMU U CEEMIO-CEPLIMU
acunkamu.  Ymo  saensiemcess  KOHmpacmom K
MONCMbIM, TMEMHBIM JICUTAM 6 KEAPYEBbIX MOOesX,
KOmMopble NepenonHsiiu PbIHOK 6 NOCieOHee SPeMs.
Kamennvle unmezpuposannvie pakosunvl maxdice
cmanu Ho8oU MOOOU cpedu CMONICUHUY,.

Ionynspnvle 6 nociednee 6pemsi  uacmu
KVXOHHBIX CMeH ¢ NIUMKOU «No0 KUpnuuy He
mepsiom  CE0UX NO3UYUL, HO C HEeKOMOPbIMU
nonpaskamu. Hanpumep, pasnoygemuvle naumku u
bonvuiull  pasmep  KYXOHHbIX — NAUM-KUPRUYell.
Hecmomps na mo, umo cmunu noOOOHbIX CIMEHHBIX
6CMABOK U CMOACWHUY — PACXOOAMCS,  OHU
VOUBUMENbHO YOAUHO OONONHAIOM Opye Opyea 8
Hogblx  Ousatinepckux udesx. Cexpem — 86
3ameMHeHUU CMONIeWHUY HA HECKOIbKO MOHO8,
umMobbl NOOUEPKHYMb KUPHUYHYIO CIEHY U3 NIUMKU.

Cnpoc Ha puiHke aaHOwa@dmuol npooyKyuu
noumu He npumepnen uzmenenuii 8 cmunsax. OoHaxo,
3anpoc Ha NONYIAAPHYIO NPOOYKYUIO NOCLEOHUX JIem
npooondcaem pacmu, U, CO2NACHO NPOSHO3AM, He
cobupaemcs cnadameo.

Knwouesvie cnosa: namypanvuwiii  KameHv,
CMONEWHUYBL, NAUMKA, MPEHObL, KEApY, PHIHOK,
cnpoc, nosepxuocms, CILLA.
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